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Course Syllabus

U.S. History I
Throughout the course of the year we will trace the history of the United States from the Pre-Colonial Era up through Reconstruction.

Course Topics:

· Colonial Expansion and Rebellion
· The Revolutionary War

· Constitution

· New Republic

· Rise of Industry and Reforms

· Sectionalism and Slavery

· American West

· Prelude to War

· Civil War

· Reconstruction

History is a subject based on fact AND opinion.  Throughout the course of the year we will examine each topic from many points of view, some which will coincide and many which will conflict.  This course will enable you to read, comprehend, and analyze a multitude of primary and secondary courses.  It is imperative to all great historians to be able to listen critically and to effectively communicate his/her opinions to others.  With this in mind, it is important that you remember that although you may not always agree with what someone says, you still must respect his/her point of view.

Materials:
· 2 inch 3 ring binder

· Notebook/Lined Paper

· Pen or Pencil

· Textbook

· Agenda Book

· AN OPEN-MIND!

Grading

IMPORTANT: Grades are not “GIVEN,” they are EARNED
· 35% Tests

· 40% Classwork/Homework/Class Participation
· 20% Quizzes/Projects
· 5% Portfolio 
Homework

Be sure to turn in homework ON TIME.  Homework will NOT be accepted late, unless you have been absent.   If you are absent it is YOUR responsibility to see me for make-up work.  I am NOT your keeper and therefore will not track you down with your makeup work.  Please take the time to find me before/after school (B117) or during directed.  Homework must be presented at the start of class.  Homework will be accepted for half credit if it is one day late.  No homework will be accepted more than one day late.  Homework will be evaluated on a 4 point system: 4=Exemplary, 3=Proficient, 2=Satisfactory, 1=Limited. 
Papers and Projects: 
Graded assignments are due at the beginning of the class period.  Students should come to class with assignments printed out.  Late assignments will be deducted as follows: -10 pts. the first day and –5 pts. each day that follows. 
Class Participation and Preparation

Class Participation is worth 10% of your grade!!!  Be prepared and on time for class each day.

What is “prepared?”

1. Arriving on time

2. You MUST have your binder, notebook, pen/pencil EVERY DAY!!

3. Textbooks are required when requested

Class participation points will be taken away when any of these items are missing.  Points will also be deducted for any classroom disruptions (talking, throwing things, and disruptive or disrespectful behavior.)

Portfolio


You are required to maintain a portfolio for the entire year.  Your portfolio will be checked at the end of each quarter and is worth 5% of your grade. Portfolio must be organized and separated into the following sections with divider tabs:
· Class Rules/Syllabus

· Homework/Classwork
· Notes

· Project Rubrics
· Quizzes and Tests

A portfolio is an important item because it reinforces organization and good study skills.  The portfolio will also serve as a well-organized study tool for all tests.
IF YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND SOMETHING…ASK!!! DO NOT BE AFRAID TO ASK ANY QUESTIONS IN THE CLASSROOM.
